(19) 



J 



Europafsches Patent amt 
European Patent Office 
Office europeen des brevets 





EP 0 745 961 A3 



(12) 



EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 



(88) 


Dale of publication A3; 


pij mi . \Jt\f i r //uo 




15 071998 Bulletin 1998/29 


(43) 


Date of publication A2: 






04.12.1996 Bulletin 1996/49 




(21) 


Application number" 96303616 5 










(84) 


Designated Contracting States: 


• Greenspan, Steven Lloyd 




DE FR GB 


Scotch Plains, New Jersey 07076 (US) 






• Mirville, J. Robert 


(30) 


Priority: 31.05.1995 US 455939 


Manalapan, New Jersey 07726 (US) 






• Sugla, Binay 


(71) 


Applicant: AT&T Corp. 


Aberdeen, New Jersey 07747 (US) 




New York, NY 10013-2412 (US) 








(74) Representative: Harding, Richard Patrick et al 


(72) 


Inventors: 


Marks & Clerk, 


» 


Blonder, Greg E. 


4220 Nash Court, 




Summit, New Jersey 07901 (US) 


Oxford Business Park South 






Oxford OX4 2RU (GB) 



(54) Transaction authorization and alert system 



CO 
< 

CD 
O) 

in 

h- 
o 

CL 



(57) An automated method lor alerting a customer 
that a transaction is being initiated and lor authorizing 
the transaction based on a confirmation/approval by the 
customer thereto. In accordance with one illustrative 
embodiment, a request to authorize the transaction is 
received, wherein the request includes a customer iden- 
tifier, a determination is made whether to authorize the 
transaction based on the customer identifier; if the de- 
termination is to authorize the transaction, that fact is 
communicated to the customer; a confirmation that the 
transaction should, in (act, be authorized is received 
back from the customer; and the transaction is author- 
ized in response to the customer's confirmation thereof. 
In accordance with another illustrative embodiment, a 
transaction initiated by an agent of the customer (i.e., 
the principal) is authorized by the principal when one or 
more threshold parameters that may be pre-defined by 
the principal are exceeded. A preferred method of alert- 
ing the customer and receiving a confirmation to author- 
ize the transaction back from the customer is illustrative- 
ly afforded by conventional two-way pagers. 
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